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ACCESS TO THE PUBLIC MENTAL HEALTH SYSTEM
National Status Report
Legislative Update

· Although the Bush administration can extend the May 15 Medicare drug plan signup deadline under exceptional circumstances for certain groups of people, as it did for low-income beneficiaries during the week of April 10, it cannot do so for all beneficiaries.  Such an extension would “undermine what Congress put into place and would be illegal,” Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services Deputy Administrator Leslie Norwalk said.  Some lawmakers and advocates have urged the administration to extend the deadline for all beneficiaries.  (The Associated Press, 4/17/2006)
· The Bush administration has asked civic organizations, churches and advocacy groups to help organize more than 1,000 events each week, held throughout the nation, to educate older adults about the Medicare prescription drug program and help them enroll.  (The Associated Press, 4/13/2006)
· Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney signed into law in early April legislation that requires nearly all state residents to have health insurance coverage by 2009.  Under the new law, employers with at least 10 employees who do not offer insurance coverage to their staff will have to pay $295 per uninsured employee into a state fund.  The fund, in part, will be used to help pay the mandatory insurance costs of the residents in the state who have the lowest incomes.  Those residents who can afford insurance coverage but who do not enroll in a plan by July 2007 will face tax penalties.  (Reuters, 4/5/2006)
· The Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee narrowly defeated a mental health parity amendment to a bill that would allow small companies to purchase health insurance coverage for their employees through association health plans.  Many mental health advocacy organizations opposed the bill, saying that it would preempt state mandated health coverage, including those state laws regarding parity in insurance coverage.  The preemption of state mandates would apply to individual and group plans in addition to the new association plans, according to the American Psychiatric Association.  Supporters of the bill state that the association health plans will allow small businesses to afford comprehensive health care for their employees.  A separate parity bill is expected to be considered in the Senate in coming weeks.  (Psychiatric News, 4/7/06)  The National Mental Health Association (NMHA) urges the Senate to oppose S. 1955, which would price millions in greatest need of coverage out of the market entirely and sweepingly override state health-insurance consumer protections.  NMHA has stated that whereas small employers do face serious difficulties in finding affordable health insurance, S. 1955 could actually make insurance more expensive for many—particularly for people with more than minimal healthcare needs—by weakening the fundamental protection that insurance provides, that of “pooling” risk.  NMHA sees the newly proposed Durbin-Lincoln bill, S 2510, as a far more effective bill that would provide small employers with a tax credit to reduce the cost of providing coverage to their employees, and it would pool small businesses across America into one risk and purchasing pool based on the Federal Employees Health Benefits Plan, allowing employers to reap the benefits of group purchasing power and streamlined administration, as well as access to more plan choices.  (NMHA Statement to the Media 4/6/2006)

News and Noteworthy

· The FDA has approved for marketing the first skin patch treatment for ADHD, the Daytrana patch, which is manufactured by Shire Pharmaceutical Group and Noven Pharmaceuticals.  It will carry the same warnings as other ADHD drugs, including those related to cardiac health, as well as a separate warning about skin sensitivity (Reuters, 4/6/2006)
· According to the University of Pittsburgh’s Greg J. Siegle, researchers may be able to identify through a brain-imaging technique those individuals who have depression and are most likely to respond to cognitive behavioral therapy.  In the study, researchers viewed participating patients’ brains with a functional MRI “during performance of a task sensitive to sustained emotional processing” and reaction to words given to them by the researchers.  By being able to identify these people, “it may be possible to give cognitive therapy to just those patients for whom it is most likely to be effective, thereby improving treatment rates and decreasing patient burden.”  (Reuters, 4/12/2006)
· The FDA approved a request by Alkermes, Inc. and Cephalon, Inc. to market a new, injectionable version of a drug to treat alcoholism that needs to be taken just once a month.  Until now, the drug, Vivitrol, has been available only in a once-a-day pill form, known as Re-Via, manufactured by Barr Pharmaceuticals.  (Reuters, 4/13/2006)

State Status Report

Legislative Update

· The Maryland General Assembly meets in Annapolis each year for 90 days to act on more than 2,300 bills including the State’s annual budget.  The 421st Session began January 11, 2006 and adjourned April 10, 2006.
· The Governor’s FY 2007 allowance for the Mental Hygiene Administration included over $18 million (state and federal) for a 4% COLA in rates for community services, the first such increase in more than a decade.  An additional $20 million was provided to cover increased enrollment and utilization.  The General Assembly left the COLA in tact, but it cut $2.5 million in community service funds for uninsured consumers based on assumptions about Medicaid eligibility and federal fund attainment under a new primary care waiver that will enable Pharmacy Assistance-eligible individuals to qualify for Medical Assistance by July 1.  It cut another $7 million that it said was an overestimate by MHA of carry-over funds from year to year.    
· The House and Senate Conferees met on Monday, March 27, to resolve differences between the House and Senate versions of the FY 2007 budget.  The conference committee members agreed to cut the $7 million surplus funds plus the $2.5 million that will reduce funds to serve the uninsured.  
· Listed below are bills of interest that have passed in the General Assembly:  
· HB 58
MHCC Racial Variations Health Care Disparities Policy  Report Card
· HB 123/SB 10
Real Property – Condominiums – Extended Leases

· HB 301
  CYFS Local Management Boards, State Coordinating Councils for Children with Special Needs

· HB 549
 Health Insurance Private Review Agents Emergency Inpatient Admission

· HB 608
 Health Insurance Small Group Market Premium Rates

· HB 822
 Health Maryland Medbank Program Sunset Repeal

· HB 1286 Health General Residential Treatment Centers for Changes

· HB 1322 Assisted Living Programs Licensure

· HB 1594 Benefits & Services for Incarcerated or Institutionalized Task Force

· SB 32 State of Emergency Health Care Practitioners Licensing, Certifying, and Credentialing

· SB 110
Budget Bill (Fiscal Year 2007)

· SB 126
DHCD Partnership Rental Housing Program Individuals With Disabilities

· SB 283
MD Health Insurance Plan Senior Prescription Drug Assistance Program

· SB 375
Health General Residential Treatment Centers Changes In Conditions

· SB 418
Joint Committee on Access to Mental Health Services Membership

· SB 686
Heath Insurance Carrier Provider Panels Participation by Providers

· SB 734
Mortality and Quality Review Committee Reportable Incidents of Injury
County Status Report
· Montgomery County Executive Douglas M. Duncan received a “Public Health Innovation Award” on April 19 from the Montgomery County Medical Society for his commitment and leadership in providing health care services to Montgomery County’s uninsured residents.  In addition to Mr. Duncan, Council President George Leventhal and Councilmember Steve Silverman were recognized for their efforts.   In a News Release dated 4/19/2006, Mr. Duncan is quoted as stating, “I believe that everyone should have access to quality, affordable health care, and that is why we have worked so hard to expand access to the care through the ‘Montgomery Cares’ program.  While others argue about how to provide health care to the uninsured—or conclude that it just can’t be done—we are making it happen here in Montgomery County.”  (News Release 4/19/2006).

INTEGRATED AND COORDINATED EARLY CHILDHOOD AND SCHOOL-BASED MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 

National Status Report

Budget Update

· Department of Education – Research Based Grant Assistance to Local Education Agencies: $52 million Safe and Drug-Free Schools State Grant Program is not included in the President’s Budget for FY 07.  

· The President’s Budget for FY 07 is requesting $52 million for new program grants to Local Educational Agencies for research-based assistance for school safety and drug prevention programs.   

State Status Report

Legislation Update

· H.B. 98: Mental Hygiene Administration - Children's Psychiatric Rehabilitation Program - Study of Case Rates This Bill has passed and is awaiting for the Governor’s signature.  H.B. 98 requires the Mental Hygiene Administration to study the appropriate utilization level of children's psychiatric rehabilitation services, study the impact of shifting from fee-for-service payments to case rates on the outcomes of care, recalculate the case rate based on the appropriate utilization level, and study specified consumers to determine when multiple tiers of case rates within the community client category can be established.
· H.B. 301 crossfiled with SB294: Children, Youth, and Family Services – Local Management Boards, State Coordinating Council, and Local Coordinating Councils – Services for Children With Special Needs This Bill has passed and is awaiting for the Governor’s signature.  H.B. 301 establishes local management boards (LMBs), the State Coordinating Council for Children (formerly called the State Coordinating Council), and local coordinating councils (LCCs). It re-establishes the Children’s Cabinet Fund within the Governor’s Office for Children.  

· H.B. 348: Education - Youth Suicide Prevention and Mental Health Programs.  H.B. 348 requires the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene instead of the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) apply for federal funds for youth suicide prevention programs under the Garrett Lee Smith Memorial Act.

· H.B. 601 Education - Child Care Quality Incentive Grant Program This Bill has passed. The bill requires the Child Care Quality Incentive Grant Program to be administered by the State Department of Education and authorizes the awarding of direct incentive grants.   

· H.B. 1495 Student Behavioral Intervention and Support Programs  This bill is passed and awaiting the Governor’s signature.  Alters the way a county board of education and the Board of School Commissioners of Baltimore City shall require specified elementary schools to implement a positive behavioral intervention and support program or alternative program.  This bill reduces suspension rate needed to trigger the requirement that an elementary school implement a PIBS or similar program.

· S.B. 146 Task Force on School Safety  This bill has passed and awaiting the Governor’s signature. Establish a Task Force on School Safety; providing membership and staffing for the Task Force, establishing subcommittees; requiring the Task Force to address violence in public schools and methods to provide a safe learning environment for students through the evaluations and recommendations. 

County Status Report

Budget Update
A. The Montgomery County Public Schools received a $125.5 million increase in the FY07 budget.  Budget highlights include the following:

1. Expansion of full-day kindergarten to remaining elementary schools.

2. Increase school health services serving special needs children.  
3. Strengthen Special Education in middle and high schools.

4. Support the growth of the ESOL programs.

B. Funding from the Department of Health and Human Services will support the following school 

linked initiatives:
1. Expand Linkages to Learning to 2 additional sites creating a total of 28 sites.

2. Establish Wellness Center in one MCPS high school. 

JUVENILE JUSTICE REFORM
State Status Report

Legislation Update

· H.B.  870 At-Risk Youth Delinquency Prevention and Diversion Programs:  This bill has passed and is awaiting a Governor’s signature. This bill would establish a Coordinating Council in the Governor’s Office for Children that will focus on At-Risk Youth Delinquency Prevention and Diversion Programs.  The Governor’s Office for Children will provide staff support and establish the duties of the Coordinating Council.    

· H.B. 880 Juvenile Justice Monitoring Unit- Expansion of Jurisdiction:  This bull was unfavorable on April 2, 2006. This bill is an emergency measure.  The bill would expand the jurisdiction monitoring of any-out-home placement.

· H.B. 1286 Residential Treatment Centers – Changes in Condition: This bill was passed and is awaiting signature from the Governor.  The bill will require residential facilities to report any corrective action within 24 hours to the parent or legal guardian. The bill would also require documentation of incident and parent or legal guardian notification in the resident’s personal records. 

· S.B. 808 Juvenile Law – Competency – Services: This bill passed with amendments and is awaiting for the Governor’s signature.  March 21, the bill had its second reading with amendments and passed.  H.B. 994 was passed last year and the SB will put it into action this year.  The FY07 budget added $2.1 million for quality mental health assessments totaling $3 million for mental health assessments.  The mental health assessments are important factors in determining placement for youth and accurate care services needed for effective treatment.    
County Status Report

Budget Update

· Montgomery County Public Schools is approved for a budget increase in FY07 by 7.3%, which includes enhanced youth violence prevention programs and expanded programs to improve student safety on buses.  

· The FY 07 operating budget supports the following:

· The Juvenile Division of the Circuit Court will have a new Administrative Judge.

· State’s Attorney will receive one attorney and one legal assistant to help with the juvenile caseloads.  

· The County’s supportive services will add street outreach workers to connect youth who were previously involved with gangs with job training and constructive work experiences.  

· In partnership with Prince George’s County, the county will receive assistance for the Crossroads Youth Opportunity Center. 

· As part of the County’s Gang Prevention Initiative, Corrections and Rehabilitation, Juvenile Justice and Crossroads Youth Opportunity Center will partner to improve the opportunities for at-risk youth to gain employment skills.   

News and Noteworthy

· The County Executives Gang Prevention Task Force, Community Awareness Task Group sub-committee has met and is currently collecting information on all the programs within Montgomery County that offer services to our youth, families, and professionals.

AFFORDABLE ALTERNATIVE HOUSING OPTIONS FOR PEOPLE WITH MENTAL ILLNESS

National Status Report

Legislation Update

· S 1801 the Community Partnership to End Homelessness Act would consolidate HUD's three Continuum of Care programs (Supportive Housing Program, Shelter Plus Care, and Moderate Rehabilitation/SRO) into a single program known as the "Homeless Assistance Program.”  In addition:

· There would be a uniform 25 percent cash match requirement, except for permanent housing operating costs.

· The bill would continue the existing requirement that thirty percent of funds be used for permanent housing for people with disabilities, and funding would be set aside to renew existing permanent housing.

· Permanent Housing for non-disabled families would be funded.

· A bonus would be established for the creation of permanent housing for people with disabilities or for non-disabled families.

· Five percent of funding could be used for prevention activities.

· The bill would maintain the Emergency Shelter Grants program, however, it would eliminate the 30 percent cap on services and 10 percent cap on staff.

· Introduced 9/29/05 the bill is currently in the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs Subcommittee on Housing and Transportation.  Hearings were held 3/30/06.  Refer to:  http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d109:s.01801: 

· H.R. 4297: Tax Relief Act of 2005 Allows a tax credit for investment in rural renaissance bonds used to finance certain projects for rural economic and infrastructure development, including affordable housing. This bill passed the House and Senate and is in conference.  Refer to:  http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?tab=main&bill=h109-4297
State Status Report

Legislation Update

· S.B. 10/HB 123 Real Property - Condominiums - Conversion of Rental Facilities - Extended Leases:  Protects individuals with disabilities from being priced out of the rental market by mandating that developers who convert rental facilities into condominiums offer a three year lease extension or three month rent payment to their tenants who are disabled and expands the definition of the term disability to include those with mental disabilities.  House concur - Senate amendments and passed enrolled on 4/7/06.  Refer to:  http://mlis.state.md.us/2006rs/billfile/hb0123.htm
· HB 1246/SB 868 Creation of a State Debt-Maryland Affordable Housing Trust authorizing the creation of a State Debt in the amount of $3,000,000, the proceeds to be used as a grant to the Board of Trustees of the Maryland Affordable Housing Trust, Inc. to be used for awards to help acquire, build, rehabilitate, and preserve affordable housing and to help nonprofit organizations develop affordable housing.  This bill received an unfavorable report by House appropriations on 4/4/06.  Refer to:  http://mlis.state.md.us/2006rs/billfile/HB1246.htm
· S.B. 126 Department of Housing and Community Development - Partnership Rental Housing Program - Individuals with Disabilities:  Among the purposes of the program are to:
· provide safe, decent, sanitary housing for households of lower income 
· provide financial assistance to public and private sector, including profit and nonprofit entities, to provide rental housing
· encourage the private sector to provide rental housing for households of lower income that include one or more individuals with disabilities or special needs.  

· The third reading passed the Senate and House.  Refer to:  http://mlis.state.md.us/2006rs/billfile/sb0126.htm
· SB 683: Department of Housing and Community Development – Rental Allowance Program Fund:  Expands the Rental Assistance Program (RAP) to include individuals with disabilities.  Helps individuals with disabilities from being priced out of the rental market.  Repeals time limits for providing rental allowances to recipients under the Rental Allowance Program.  Recommitted to committee on Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs.  Refer to:  http://mlis.state.md.us/2006rs/billfile/SB0683.htm
· HB1235/SB1076 Neighborhood and Community Assistance Program-Community Investment Tax Credit provides that a business entity is entitled to a tax credit for a contribution of real property to an approved project operated by a nonprofit organization under the Neighborhood and Community Assistance Program of the Department of Housing and Community Development.  The third reading passed the House and the bill was re-referred to Budget and Taxation in the Senate.  Refer to:  http://mlis.state.md.us/2006rs/billfile/hb1235.htm
County Status Report

· Resolution 15-1381.  Supplemental Appropriation #06-82 to the FY06  Operating Budget - Supplemental Funds for  Montgomery Housing Initiative Fund in the Department of Housing and Community  Affairs in the amount of $4,000,000 was adopted 3/28/06.  This increase is for the purpose of acquiring affordable housing units, buying and rehabilitating existing rental units, and participating in housing or mixed use developments that include affordable housing.  Refer to:  http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/content/council/pdf/res/2006/20060328res_15-1381.pdf
· Fair Housing Forum The Montgomery County Office of Human Rights will host an educational forum on Thursday, April 27 from 1 to 4 p.m., in the Council Office Building, First Floor Auditorium, 100 Maryland Avenue, Rockville.  The free forum, called “One Stop Fair Housing Shop: Meet the Regulators,” will provide information about fair housing issues in the County.  Presentations will feature representatives from the Office of Human Rights, Office of Consumer Protection, Housing Opportunities Commission, Landlord-Tenant Affairs Division, and Maryland Commission on Human Relations.  For more information, call 240-777-8468.
· The Housing Opportunities Commission of Montgomery County plans to open the wait list for the Housing Choice Voucher program in late summer.  Information will be posted on the internet, at libraries, and in the local newspapers at least 30 days prior to the date the wait lists open.  
· Supplemental Appropriation #06-82 to the FY 06 Operating Budget – Montgomery County Government – Supplemental Funds for Montgomery Housing Initiative Fund in the Department of Housing and Community Affairs $4,000,000. 

Legislative information compiled by Jennifer Gauthier, Nancy Vincent, Pat Crist

and Jim Vurpillot

CONTACTING YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

To determine who your state delegates and senators are, call 301-970-5400/5410 or go to the website address- http://mlis.state.md.us
To determine who your congress members are, call U.S. Capital Switchboard at 202-224-3121 or go to the website address - http://www.congress.org
SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

To subscribe to our list, e-mail the following message to govaffairs@mhamc.org 

"Subscribe MHA Legislative Alert- (your name, e-mail address/fax number/address)."

To change the way in which you are receiving our alert, either e-mail us at govaffairs@mhamc.org or fax us at 301-738-1030 with your new information.

To unsubscribe from the Legislative Network List, send the following message by fax- 301-738-1030 or e-mail - govaffairs@mhamc.org -"Unsubscribe to MHA Legislative Alert (your name, e-mail address/fax number/address).

ACTION ALERT INFORMATION

MHA sends “action alerts” asking for people to call, write, or e-mail an elected official to advocate for important issues relating to mental health.  To subscribe to this list, e-mail the following message to govaffairs@mhamc.org “Subscribe ACTION ALERT list (your name and e-mail address).”

