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A.  ACCESS TO THE PUBLIC MENTAL HEALTH SYSTEM

National Status Report

Legislative Update

President Obama on April 15 signed H.R. 1473, the continuing resolution that will fund the federal government through the end of the 2011 fiscal year. (http://www.politico.com)

Prior to beginning their April recess, members of the U.S. House of Representatives voted on two separate proposals for the Fiscal Year 2012 federal budget.  The proposals were introduced by House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan (R-WI) and the other by the Congressional Progressive Caucus (CPC).  The Ryan plan, referred to as “The Path to Prosperity: Restoring America’s Promise” was approved while the CPC proposal was not.  The Path to Prosperity seeks to limit the size and scope of government and counts on private corporations to provide jobs and grow the economy.   The plan cuts $6.2 trillion in spending over the next decade from the budget projections released with President Obama's proposed budget for FY2012.  The Ryan plan proposes $750 billion in savings by converting the way federal Medicaid payments (currently an entitlement program requiring a state match) into a block grant to states.  Opponents of changing to a block grant claim states would bear a greater burden of the cost and jeopardize services for safety-net beneficiaries.  The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) would also be converted into a block grant to states.  Non-security discretionary funding would be capped at 2008 levels for five years then links the cap on annual non-security discretionary spending to a percentage of the Gross Domestic Product. SAMHSA programs and federal public health, education and criminal justice programs would be impacted under the Ryan proposal.  (http://nationalpriorities.org) and (http://bazelon.org.gravitatehosting.com/What-You-Can-Do/Take-Action/Alerts/Alerts-Archive/4-6-11House-Budget.aspx).  

News and Noteworthy

A recently released study titled Joining Forces America found that about 50 percent of military service members returning from combat duty report some degree of mental health issue, but only one half of them have sought treatment.  The study conducted by Capella University is a follow-up study to one completed in 2008 on the types of issues faced by returning troops as they return home.  Service members are only slightly more likely to seek mental health treatment than they were in 2008 according to the survey results.  Of those who did not seek assistance, 46 percent reported they were concerned that seeking help would negatively impact their career.  Only 1 percent of returning service members believed their friends, neighbors and others are very prepared to support them in their post-combat adjustment.  Only 15 percent reported mental health professionals are very prepared to assist them. (http://www.medical newstoday.com/articles/221491.php)

May is Mental Health Month and this year Mental Health America seeks to focus on two themes.  The first, Do More for 1 in 4 hopes to draw attention to the 1 in 4 American adults living with a mental health condition that can be addressed through treatment.  The second theme, Live Well!  It’s Essential for Your Potential draws attention to the importance of mental wellness and the things everyone can do to improve their well-being and ability to negotiate difficult times and challenges. (http://www.mentalhealthamerica.net/go/may)

State Status Report

Legislative Update

The 428th Session of the Maryland General Assembly adjourned at midnight on April 11, 2011. The 90 day session saw the lawmakers consider nearly 2400 pieces of legislation during this year’s session.

· The Maryland General Assembly passed a $34.1 billion operating budget that is approximately 2.6% higher than the FY 11 budget.   The general fund budget totals $14.7 billion which represents an increase of 10.6%.  The legislature cut $77 million from the Governor’s proposed budget.

· SB 514 - Maryland Community Health Resources Commission - Health Care Reform - Safety Net Providers: Authorizing the Maryland Community Health Resources Commission to provide specified assistance to safety net providers; authorizing the Commission to examine specified issues and potential challenges to safety net providers in implementing specified health care reform; requiring the Commission to make recommendations to the Governor and specified committees of the General Assembly on or before January 1, 2012.  As amended, the Bill replaces “safety-net providers “with “community health resources”.  The Bill passed.  The Mental Health Association of Maryland supported this legislation.

· HB 346 - Health - State Facilities and Residential Centers - Definition of Abuse and Required Guidelines for Employees: Altering specified definitions of "abuse" for purposes of specified reporting requirements by specifying that "abuse" does not include specified actions taken by specified employees; requiring the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to develop guidelines in consultation with specified employee organizations; requiring the Department to provide a specified report to specified committees of the General Assembly on or before September 1, 2011.  As amended, the Bill exempts from the definition of abuse “an action taken by an employee that complies with applicable state and federal laws and applicable department policies on the use of physical intervention.  The Bill passed.  The Mental Health Association of Maryland opposed this legislation.

· HB 58 - Community Services Reimbursement Rate Commission - Termination Date – Extension:  A bill providing for the extension of the termination date for the Community Services Reimbursement Rate Commission to September 30, 2016.  The Bill passed.  The Mental Health Association of Maryland supported this legislation.

· HB 217 - Department of Health and Mental Hygiene - Mental Hygiene Administration - Transfers Between Facilities: Authorizing the Director of the Mental Hygiene Administration to transfer individuals from a public mental health facility to the Clifton T. Perkins Hospital Center under specified circumstances; requiring the Director to give specified individuals notice and an opportunity for a hearing at the Office of Administrative Hearings; providing that decisions of administrative law judges made under the Act are final; authorizing the Director to transfer individuals between public mental health facilities.  The Bill passed.  The Mental Health Association of Maryland supported this legislation.

· SB 168/HB 121 - The Lorraine Sheehan Health and Community Services Act of 2011:  Increasing the State tax rates for alcoholic beverages sold in Maryland from $1.50 to $10.03 per gallon for distilled spirits, from 40 cents to $2.96 per gallon for wine, and from 9 cents to $1.16 per gallon for beer; providing for the distribution of the additional revenue to special funds to be used only for the purpose of providing additional funding for specified health services; etc.  As proposed, some proceeds would be directed toward mental health services.  The final version that passed was significantly different from the original Bill with the elimination of direct funding for mental health services.  As amended, the final version will see the implementation of a 3% sales tax immediately with the revenue going to education and developmental disabilities.  The Mental Health Association of Maryland supported this legislation.

County Status Report

Budget Update

· The Montgomery County Council hosted a series of five public hearings in April on the County Executives proposed FY 2012 Operating Budget.  The Council has been discussing the proposed budget since it was released on March 15th.  The Council is expected to adopt the final version by late May.  The public can submit ideas and comments about the proposed budget via the County website at http://montgomerycountymd.gov/mcgtmpl.asp?url=/content/mcginfo/budgetcomments.asp.

· Council member Phil Andrews introduced Bill 12-11.  The legislation would amend the County Ethics law to prohibit a County employee from standing in a roadway, median divider, or intersection to solicit money or donations of any kind from the occupant of a vehicle during official work hours and generally amending the ethics law concerning the solicitation of gifts by County employees.  Council President Valerie Ervin and councilmember Craig Rice co-sponsored the legislation. (http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/content/council/pdf/bill/2011/Packets/20110405_9.pdf) 

B. INTEGRATED AND COORDINATED EARLY CHILDHOOD AND SCHOOL-BASED MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 

Federal Status Report

Legislative Update

During the FY11 appropriations process, early learning funding has emerged mostly unscathed. It preserves $340 million of the funding for Early Head Start and Head Start that was provided in the Recovery Act—enough, according to HHS projections, to sustain services for all currently enrolled children. It preserves $100 million of the funding for the Child Care and Development Block Grant, allowing states to sustain some services and, we hope, continue quality improvements. It also initiates a version of the Early Learning Challenge Fund (without using that name) by providing an estimated but unconfirmed $100 million from Race to the Top and the Innovation Fund for a competitive initiative for states to improve the quality of services to low-income infants, toddlers and preschoolers through an integrated system of early learning programs. (First Five Years Fund Mini-Update, 4/12/11)
Unfortunately, on April 5, House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan (R-Wisconsin) unveiled a budget for FY 2012 that would cut Medicaid by as much as $1 trillion over the next 10 years and convert it into a block grant. For children with disabilities—about half of Medicaid recipients are children—access to the cost-effective Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) benefit can enable them to lead healthy and more productive lives and prevent a downward spiral that might lead to academic failure, involvement with the corrections system, unemployment, or homelessness. This cut could have devastating effects on our younger generation. (Mental Health America Spring 2011 E-Newsletter)

Recently introduced bills:

The Garrett Lee Smith Memorial Act (GLSMA) Reauthorization of 2011 (S. 740) was introduced in the Senate by Sen. Jack Reed (D-RI). The bill, which was co-sponsored by Senators Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), Richard Durbin (D-IL), Tom Udall (D-NM), Mark Begich (D-AK) and Jeff Bingaman (D-NM), renews the commitment to critically important youth, tribal and college suicide prevention programs administered by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).The reauthorization maintains three core components of current law:  Grants for Suicide Prevention Resource Center (SPRC); Grants for States and Tribes; and Grants to College Counseling Centers.  The GLSMA was first signed into law in 2004. It has supported the planning, implementation and evaluation of organized activities involving statewide youth suicide early intervention and prevention strategies, authorized grants to institutions of higher education to reduce student mental and behavioral health problems and authorized the Suicide Prevention Resource Center (SPRC). Simply put, GLSMA has provided much needed funding to local organizations and institutions to implement suicide prevention programs that address our nation's suicide crisis (there are over 34,000 deaths by suicide every year, more than by traffic fatalities).  
Rep. George Miller (D-CA) reintroduced The Keeping All Students Safe Act (H.R. 1381), bipartisan legislation to prevent schoolchildren from being abused as a result of inappropriate uses of restraint and seclusion, often involving untrained staff. According to a Government Accountability Office report that lead to several hearings last year, these abusive practices were used disproportionately on children with disabilities. The legislation would, for the first time, put in place minimum safety standards to prevent abusive restraint and seclusion in schools across the country, similar to protections already in place in medical and community based facilities. The bill has 19 cosponsors.  In March of last year, the House passed the Keeping All Students Safe Act (HR 4247) by an overwhelming majority (262 - 153), but it stalled in the Senate (S. 3895).  (Mental Health America E-Newsletter, April 2011)
We are still following the advancement of these bills:

The Achievement Through Prevention Act (S. 541), was recently introduced by Senator Michael Bennett of Colorado, along with Senators Lamar Alexander (Tennessee), Al Franken (Minnesota) and Richard Burr (North Carolina). This bi-partisan legislation would strengthen the educational system by promoting a school-wide positive environment, premised on supporting students earlier, through Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) and Early Intervening Services (EIS).  PBIS helps establish a school-wide system, based on proven, effective methods, to change how schools address the longstanding needs of children who struggle in school.  The data-driven program has reduced suspensions and expulsions and increased student achievement by creating a safe and positive learning environment for all students and by providing individualized interventions for the students with the most serious needs. EIS can help catch students who are struggling early and ensure they receive the support they need. It is also effective in reducing inappropriate referrals and placements to special education. These programs, which are in place in many schools across the country, are producing successful results in overall learning environments and student achievement. The bill has been read twice and has been referred to the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
The Mental Health in Schools Act of 2011 (HR.751), was introduced by Rep. Grace F. Napolitano of California on February 17th. This bill would provide $200 million in funding and would authorize competitive grants to local school districts to assist them in early interventions and referrals for treatment. It would also provide supports for students and their families, and allow for staff trainings to be culturally and linguistically appropriate. On 2/28/11, the bill was referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce’s Subcommittee on Health. 

The Supporting Child Maltreatment Prevention Efforts in Community Health Centers Act of 2011 (S.54) was introduced on January 25th by Senator Daniel Inouye of Hawaii. This bill would fund demonstration projects at federally qualified community health centers to promote universal access to family centered, evidence-based behavior health interventions that prevent child maltreatment.  These interventions would promote family well-being by addressing parenting practices and skills for families from diverse socioeconomic, cultural, racial, ethnic, and other backgrounds.  The bill has been referred to the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.  No other action has been taken on this bill.
 
News & Noteworthy

Preterm Birth Raises the Risk of Childhood ADHD:  Babies born about a month early were more likely to be treated for attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) upon reaching school age compared with children born full-term, researchers report. The study, reported in the journal Pediatrics, cross-referenced birth records with records of prescriptions for ADHD medications, which were used to determine whether a child had ADHD. It found that babies born about a month early, at 35 and 36 weeks—who account for the majority of preterm births—were 30 percent  more likely to be treated for ADHD upon reaching school age, compared with children born full-term (at 39 to 41 weeks). The researchers found that the earlier the birth, the greater the odds the child would develop ADHD. Babies born at 33 to 34 weeks were 40 percent more likely to have ADHD than full-term babies, and those born at 29 to 32 weeks were 60% more likely. Babies born even earlier than that— between 23 and 28 weeks—had twice the risk. (Time, 4/20/11)
Crying by Babies May Signal Future Behavioral Problems:  Persistent crying and difficulty in sleeping by babies may signal behavioral problems in later years, researchers assert.  Reporting in the Archives of Disease in Childhood, researchers say an analysis of almost two dozen showed that infants who consistently cry and wake up at night past their third month are nearly twice as likely to develop problems such as attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), depression, anxiety, aggressive behavior or conduct disorders by the time they begin school.  Although the data does not support a clear link, they say the crying and waking could be the first signs of a behavioral problem. Another possibility is that some babies may have a genetic susceptibility to problems regulating their behavior. (Time, 4/22/11)
Supportive Environments Linked to Lower Suicide Risk Among Gay Youth:  Lesbian, gay and bisexual (LGB) teens are much less likely to attempt suicide when they live in a supportive environment, according to new research. The findings, published online in the journal Pediatrics, showed that gay teen that lived in counties with a high proportion of gay and lesbian couples or went to schools with support groups were less likely to attempt suicide than LGB teens living in less accepting environments. Researchers analyzed data from three years of health surveys given to teens in Oregon, with about 5 percent that identified themselves as being gay, lesbian or bisexual. Of those students, almost 22 out of every hundred said they had attempted suicide in the past year, compared to about 4 of every hundred for those who identified as straight. Those LGB teens who lived in counties that scored poorly on measures of social environment were about 20 percent more likely to have attempted suicide than teens from high-scoring social environments. (Reuters, 4/18/11)
Risk of Psychiatric Illness Rises in Children after Traumatic Brain Injury:  Children and adolescents who suffer Traumatic Brain Injuries appear to have a greater chance of developing psychiatric symptoms than uninjured children, an analysis finds. Researchers, whose findings are reported in the journal Psychiatric Services, reviewed data on over 20,000 young people ages 10 to 19 enrolled in a group health plan. They found that young people who suffered a traumatic brain injury had elevated rates of depression and substance use disorders and prescriptions for psychotropic medications. (Psychiatric News, 4/15/11)
Teens Who Often Listen to Music at Higher Risk for Depression:  Teens who listen to music a great deal of time may be at higher risk of depression, a new study asserts. Researchers surveyed 106 participants aged seven to 17 for two months. About 40 percent of the participants had been diagnosed with depression. Their findings, reported in the Archives of Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine, show that those teens who said they listened to music more than other types of media were at a higher risk of having major depressive disorder compared to teens who spent less time listening to music. As the amount of time spent listening to music increased, the risk of depression rose by 80 percent. (Time, 4/12/11)
Secondhand Smoke Linked to Mental Health Conditions in Children, Teens: Children and teens  who are exposed to secondhand smoke could be at greater risk of suffering from mental health conditions like depression, anxiety and ADHD, according to new study. Researchers, whose findings are reported in the Archives of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine, analyzed data from a national survey of nearly 3,000 children, ages 8 to 15. By looking at markers used to show how much smoke has entered the body—called serum cotinine levels— the researchers found that they were linked to symptoms associated with major depressive disorder, generalized anxiety disorder, ADHD and conduct disorder. (Los Angeles Times, 4/5/11)

State Status Report

Legislative Update

Governor O’Malley had many reductions in his FY12 budget. While school aid growth had been limited to 1% per pupil; the proposed budget cuts would negate this increase, allowing increases only for enrollment growth. 
On April 1, the Governor submitted a “supplemental budget.” The budget adds $49 million in general funds to the original budget proposed in January. This would include $14.8 million for the current year to fund child-care expenses and $12.8 million for local school systems. These are not additional funds – they are general funds to replace slot machine proceeds. The estimated revenues from the slot machines have been reduced.  (http://marylandpolicy.org) 

Bills that Passed this Session
HB 38/SB 489 which would require private schools that participate in state-funded education programs to adopt a policy prohibiting bullying, harassment, and intimidation. These bills are logical extensions of State policy requiring the same programs in public schools.

HB 387/SB 344 was introduced to address challenges related to residential child care certification requirements in therapeutic group homes. The current economic environment has already forced some to close homes that have successfully kept children and youth out of more expensive and restrictive care, and because implementation of certification standards were enacted in 2008 but never funded, the fear is that the implementation of the new requirements would lead to further cuts to services.  Originally drafted to exempt individuals working in private therapeutic group homes from the certification requirement altogether, a deal was reached and the amended bill requires a workgroup to determine the feasibility of implementing certification requirements by 2015 and developing a plan for said implementation.

HB 145 prohibits the manufacture, sale or distribution of any children’s jewelry containing cadmium at more than 0.0075% by weight. Cadmium is a metal used in paint pigments, batteries, metal coatings, and plastics. It has been found in a number of metal jewelry imports, and may be harmful to children that chew, suck on, or swallow a bracelet, charm or necklace containing the element. Like lead, it can cause neurological harm and hinder brain development in young children. Exposure to cadmium is associated with developmental deficiencies, including delayed sensory-motor development, hormonal effects and altered behavior.

HB 840 alters State policy relating to children and families by adding a provision specifying that access to necessary services and supports in the least restrictive, most appropriate, and most effective environment possible must be provided and clarifies the intent that interagency policy be family driven, child-guided, home and community-based, and culturally competent. Additionally it modifies the duties of the State Coordinating Council for Children and changes its composition to include youth and family members. Finally, Local Coordinating Councils are eliminated and established in their place are local care teams, which include child and family member representation and are charged with providing a forum for interagency discussion and problem solving of individual and systemic needs.

SB 62 Juvenile and Education Records - Disclosure Between Departments of Education and Juvenile Services. This bill would allow DJS and DOE to share "information and court records" to ensure appropriate delivery of services when implementing Juvenile Services Educational Programs. As amended, the bill will allow only education records to be shared between the agencies, not court records.  The bill passed and because of the confidentiality issues, MHAMD continues to monitor it.

Bills of Interest:

HB 685 Education - Bullying Safety Risks and Health Problems - Parental Information By 3/31/12, Department of Education and the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene shall provide info to county school boards re safety risks and health problems associated with bullying; and guidance for parents regarding pediatric treatment. Then schools shall send that info to parents of bullies and victims of bullying.  As amended, the bill requires the State Board of Education to include, in its model policy on bullying, information on the safety risks and health and mental problems associated with bullying. MHAMD supported the bill as amended. It passed the House but received an unfavorable review from the Senate Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee.  (http://mlis.state.md.us/index.html)

County Status Report

The County Council has begun the hearing process to discuss the County Executive’s Budget for FY 2012.  With regard to a reduction in the Head Start Extension Grant, mandatory health services will be paid out through the regular federal grant. In addition, wrap-around child care and summer would be limited to 100 children transitioning to kindergarten for 4 weeks. Previously, the grant paid for 136 children being served for 6 weeks. 
The Community-based Pre-Kindergarten Program offered through Centro Nia would sustain a 5% cut to its contract from FY11 levels. Centro Nia would have to reduce the hours for support staff as well as reduce field trips cost and supplies.  The number of children served, however, would not be affected.
The State Universal Preschool Pilot Programs, operated by Centro Nia and Peppertree Center Inc. in Montgomery County, would have level funding in FY12. 

Other reductions in Early Childhood Services include a decrease in the technical services, which provides support to bilingual providers and caregivers needing technical assistance, resources and training, to new childcare providers. According to the Executive’s office such services are still available through the Montgomery County Child Care Resource and Referral Center and ChildLink and that no children would be affected by this reduction.
Parent Resource Centers would receive level funding according to the Executive’s FY12 Budget Request. Unfortunately, the Executive recommends a $50,000 reduction in the Working Parents Assistance (WPA) program, which provides child care subsidies, from FY11. This cut would most probably initiate a wait list for the program. However, families already enrolled in the program would not be affected.  
The Executive has also recommended the termination of the Therapeutic Recreation Program, which would abolish two part-time positions.  Fortunately, the funding to all of the Linkages to Learning sites would remain intact.  

(Health & Human Services and Education Committee Joint Budget Hearing, 4/12/11)

JUVENILE JUSTICE REFORM
Federal Status Report

Legislative Update – 
H.R. 1473:  The Department of Defense and Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act of 2011

On April 14, Congress passed, and the President signed, H.R. 1473, the Department of Defense and Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 2011, which sets funding levels for all federal programs for the remainder of FY 2011. H.R. 1437 mandates that core federal juvenile justice programs be cut by 17 percent or $56.5 million. (http://juvjustice.org/gr_update42.html#2011_Cuts)
The Bullying Prevention and Intervention Act of 2011 (HR83), introduced by Texas Representative Sheila Jackson Lee on January 5th, would amend the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to require the Attorney General to establish guidelines to prevent and address occurrences of bullying, to provide states funding for bullying prevention programs, and to reauthorize the Juvenile Accountability Block Grants program. It has been referred to House Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security.  No other action has been taken on this bill.  (http://thomas.loc.gov, Library of Congress)

News & Noteworthy

New Institute Will Offer Juvenile, Child Welfare Court Footage for Research and Training

A university and film production company are creating what both hope will become a repository for training juvenile justice and child welfare workers about best (and worst) practices when it comes to court proceedings.  The Indiana University Research and Technology Corp. (IURTC) and Calamari Productions, a production company based in Austin, Texas, will form the Institute for Juvenile Court and Corrections Research (IJCCR), which will serve as a clearinghouse for thousands of hours of film from juvenile and child welfare court proceedings.

(http://youthtoday.org/view_article.cfm?article_id=4749)
Bullying Linked to Violence at Home
Bullying is pervasive among middle school and high school students in Massachusetts and may be linked to family violence, a new study finds. In a survey of 5,807 middle-school and high-school students from almost 138 Massachusetts public schools, researchers from the Massachusetts Department of Health and US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention found that those involved in bullying in any way are more likely to contemplate suicide and engage in self-harm compared to other students. Those involved in bullying were also more likely to have certain risk factors, including suffering abuse from a family member or witnessing violence at home, compared to people who were neither bullies nor victims. (Los Angeles Times, 4/22/11)
Pa. girl, 10, charged with murder in baby’s death; caretaker accused of failing to seek help

A 10-year-old central Pennsylvania girl who allegedly caused a baby’s death by violently shaking him and throwing him into a crib was charged with third-degree murder.  The charges filed against the fifth-grader on Friday in Franklin County came after a coroner’s inquest into the death of 11-month-old Heath Ryder. The girl was released into the custody of her parents and ordered not to have unsupervised contact with children under 5.  “This is not a kid that has a mental health disorder. She does not have a personality disorder,” the girl’s attorney, Jason Kutulakis, told The Public Opinion of Chambersburg. “She is not a bad person. She has no history of behavioral problems or school problems.”

(http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/pa-girl-10-charged-with-murder-in-babys-death-caretaker-accused-of-failing-to-seek-help/2011/04/30/AF2WbRLF_story.html)

Critical Moment to Connect Latino Youth to School and Jobs, Report Says

A report released today by the National Council of La Raza urges organizations to partner with one another to find ways to connect Latino youths and young adults with education and job training. 

Latino youth are 34 percent of all U.S. residents under 18, according to the report called “Plugged In,” and 28 percent of Latinos between 16 and 24 never finish high school. Meanwhile, the report states, more than 70 percent of jobs will require more than a high school diploma by 2018.  “We can’t be having this same conversation in 2020,” said Simon Lopez, senior director of workforce and leadership development for NCLR. “If we are, it’s going to be a much bigger problem.”

(http://youthtoday.org/view_article.cfm?article_id=4753)

OJJDP Announces National Conference, October 10-14, 2011, Oxon Hill, MD – 

The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) will hold its 2011 National Juvenile Justice Conference on October 10-14, 2011, in Oxon Hill, MD. The 4-day session will bring together juvenile justice practitioners and policymakers from across the nation to review current trends and promising practices in juvenile justice.

(http://www.juvjustice.org/newsletter_48.html#article_322)

CJJ Annual Spring Conference and Council of SAGs’ Meeting, May 20-24, 2011, Capitol Hill Liaison Hotel, Washington, DC.  (http://www.juvjustice.org/newsletter_48.html#article_322)

State Status Report

Legislative Update

HB 79: Task Force to Study the Creation of a Maryland Center for School Safety
Establishing a Task Force to Study the Creation of a Maryland Center for School Safety; providing for the membership, chair, and staffing of the Task Force; prohibiting a member of the Task Force from receiving compensation, but authorizing reimbursement of specified expenses; requiring the Task Force to study and make recommendations regarding specified matters; requiring the Task Force to report its findings and recommendations to the Governor and the General Assembly on or before July 1, 2012; etc.  This bill had Senate Action on April 5, 2011 with the Third Reading Passed with Amendments (46-0).

(http://mlis.state.md.us/2011rs/billfile/HB0079.htm)

SB 62: Juvenile and Education Records - Disclosure Between Departments of Education and Juvenile Services

This bill requires the Department of Juvenile Services to serve children in the juvenile services system with programming that provides females with services and programs substantially equivalent to those offered to males; requiring the Department to report to the General Assembly on or before a specified date; and requiring the report to include specified information.  This bill was approved by the Governor on April 12, 2011.

(http://www.mlis.state.md.us/2011rs/billfile/sb0062.htm)

HB 1190:  Child in Need of Supervision Pilot Program – Expansion

Expanding the Child in Need of Supervision Pilot Program by requiring the Secretary of Juvenile Services to include Cecil County, Montgomery County, and Prince George's County in the Pilot Program; authorizing the Governor to include a $250,000 general fund appropriation in the budget bill for fiscal year 2013 to be provided as grants to Cecil County, Montgomery County, and Prince George's County to implement the expansion of the Pilot Program; altering a definition; etc.

(http://www.mlis.state.md.us/2011rs/billfile/HB1190.htm)

News & Noteworthy
Tuscarora High forum draws large crowd after recent incidents

Parents concerned about lack of communication, bad element at Frederick school

Parents and community members told Tuscarora High School officials they were concerned about more than just recent incidents that have occurred there at a Friday night forum.  About 20 parents and concerned community members spoke to the full auditorium on Friday, many of them saying they were concerned by the increase in disruptive incidents caused by students. The forum was one of the school's responses after a 15-year-old student brought a loaded handgun to class on Tuesday.

(http://www.gazette.net/stories/04022011/frednew85708_32552.php)

Mentoring group teaches softball, life lessons to arrested county youth

Some juveniles can opt into program instead of detention

Garrison Adams, a sophomore at Dr. Henry A. Wise Jr. High School in Upper Marlboro, hadn't played softball before Saturday — but he said it was more fun than he thought it would be.  Adams and about 45 other youth are enrolled in the Neighborhood Youth Panel mentoring program for first-time offenders convicted on misdemeanor charges, and Saturday's softball game at Oak Creek West Community Park in Kettering aimed to bring the youth and their parents together, said Sheila R. Lee, the executive director of Community Public Awareness Council, which oversees the panel.

(http://www.gazette.net/stories/04282011/bowinew123838_32542.php)

County Status Report

News & Noteworthy
Students at Bethesda-Chevy Chase fight bullying, remember a friend:  Former student's death spurs changes in attitudes, life at school

During his nearly 18 years of life, Aiden Rivera Schaeff's kindness and creativity left their marks on the people who knew him.  In the year after his death, his story has touched many more.  Born Caitlyn Rivera Schaeff in Ontario, Canada, Aiden was in transition from living as a girl to becoming a boy when he committed suicide last year. He was a month shy of his 18th birthday and had dropped out of Bethesda Chevy-Chase High School nearly seven months earlier.

(http://www.gazette.net/stories/05042011/bethnew212428_32533.php)

Montgomery police seek state grant to help fight crime: Program will track repeat criminal offenders

Montgomery County Police are turning again to a state grant it has received in the past that will provide up to $233,000 to will help officers better track repeat criminal offenders and limit overall crime.  The police department will submit its application for the grant, which is offered by the Maryland Governor's Office of Crime Control and Prevention, by the end of the month to meet the state deadline.  he grant pairs local police with their counterparts from the Maryland Division of Parole and Probation and the Maryland Department of Juvenile Services, said Bill Toohey, a spokesman for the governor's crime prevention office.  The grant is known as the Collaborative Supervision and Focused Enforcement Violence Prevention Initiative (CSAFE).  (http://www.gazette.net/stories/04272011/burtnew200425_32543.php)
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