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A.  ACCESS TO THE PUBLIC MENTAL HEALTH SYSTEM

National Status Report

Legislative Update

· The House and Senate are expected to vote as early as this week on legislation that contains provisions related to Medicaid and housing funding.  The American Jobs, Closing Tax Loopholes and Preventing Outsourcing Act (HR 4213).  The legislation includes $26 billion in funding to continue the higher federal match for state Medicaid programs that was included in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  If passed, the higher federal Medicaid match rate (FMAP) would be extended through the end of 2011. Currently the rate is set to expire at the end of 2010.  Additionally, funding for the National Housing Trust Fund (NHTF) Investment would receive $1.065 billion for initial capitalization of the NHFT.  This program seeks to invest in creation of rental housing for households with very low incomes, including non-elderly adults receiving SSI.  A portion of the funding could be used by states for project-based rent subsidies which are vital to persons surviving on SSI.
News and Noteworthy

· Criminal justice experts spoke at a Congressional briefing May 12 about the importance of legislation to restore federal benefits in a timely manner for persons with mental illness upon release from incarceration.  It is believed timely reinstatement of benefits would go a long way in breaking the pattern of recidivism that affects persons living with mental illness.  Participants cited the need for support for the Recidivism Reduction Act (H.R. 2829) introduced in 2009 by Representatives Carson, Stark and Kennedy.  http://www.bazelon.org. 

· Mental Health America continues its tradition of celebrating “May is Mental Health Month”.  This year’s theme of “Live Your Life Well” seeks to promote health and wellness for everyone.  Tools everyone can employ to promote well-being are listed at http://www.liveyourlifewell.org. 

State Status Report

Legislative Update

The 427th Session of the Maryland adjourned at midnight on April 12, 2010.  The 90 day session saw the introduction of 2700 bills (810 passed), 20 joint resolutions (4 passed) and 37 constitutional amendments (0 passed). 

· SB 57 Health Insurance - Conformity with Federal Law - Mental Health Benefits, Medical and Surgical Benefits for Mastectomies, and the Federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act – The bill passed and was approved by the governor April 13.  
· HB 67 Senior Prescription Drug Assistance Program - Sunset Extension – The bill passed the Senate on April 1 and was signed by the Governor April 13.
· HB 156/SB 636 - The bill received an unfavorable report from Health and Government Operations.
· HB 431 - Medical Review Committees - Subpoenas - Medical Records for Mental Health Services – the bill received an unfavorable report by health and Government Operations.
· HB 832/SB 717 The Lorraine Sheehan Health and Community Services Act of 2010 – The House Ways and Means Committee did not vote on this  vote on this bill.  

· SB 28/HB 816 - Honorable Lorraine M. Sheehan Act to Protect Voting Rights for Individuals Under Guardianship for Mental Disability – The bill passed the House on April 1 and was signed by the Governor on May 5.

· SB 761 - Mental Health - Local Correctional Facilities - Incarcerated Individuals with Mental Illness – The bill passed the House and was signed by the Governor on May 5.

· The Maryland General Assembly enacted the $32 billion budget on April 24.    The FY 11 budget represents a decrease $0.3 billion versus the FY 10 budget.  Payments to the State from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 will play a role in the upcoming FY budget.  It has been estimated that the proportion of the budget supported by federal dollars is approximately 30% of total spending.  There will be a projected cash balance of approximately $204 million in the general fund and $633 million in the “Rainy Day Fund” at the end of the year.  The public mental health system in Maryland did not fair as poorly this year with compared with recent budget reductions.  Core Service Agency grants were cut $750,000, much less than the $1.5 million called for in the Governor’s proposed budget.  http://www.msa.md.gov; http://www.marylandpolicy.org and http://www.mhamd.org.  

County Status Report

Budget Update

· The Montgomery County Council approved the FY 11 County total operating budget in the amount of $4.3 billion on May 20.  The budget which becomes effective July 1 represents a 4.5 percent decrease from FY 10.  The tax supported portion of the budget amounting to $3.66 billion reflects a $190.3 billion (4.9%) decrease from FY 10. The Council faced a number of difficult decisions in finalizing the budget that sought to be as fair as possible in allocating available resources.  A number of items originally slated for cuts were restored to the budget by the Council, some of which addressed residents’ health and human services needs.  Additionally, the reduction to County Department contracts with partner agencies originally set at 7 percent was lowered to 5 percent.  Measures employed to balance the budget include furlough days for County employees ranging from 3 to 8 days depending on salary.  Revenue generating measures approved by the Council include the creation of the Emergency Medical Services Transport Fee (ambulance fee) that will authorize the County to charge health insurance companies between $300 to 500 when a County ambulance transports a patient.  The bill also allows for collection of a mileage fee in the amount of $8.50 per mile. Uninsured persons will not be charged. The Council approved Bill 29-10, which will tax major carbon monoxide emitting entities operating in the County.  There will be an increase in the tax on energy use, including home heating oil, electricity and natural gas.  The bill will sunset after two years.  The tax on cell phone lines will increase to $3.50 per line per month.   Property tax revenue will not exceed the County’s Charter Limit and will include a $692 principal residence property tax credit.  (http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov) 

B. INTEGRATED AND COORDINATED EARLY CHILDHOOD AND SCHOOL-BASED MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 

Federal Status Report

News & Noteworthy

National Business Group on Health Unveils Employer Guide to Child and Adolescent Mental Health - A new guide, An Employer's Guide to Child and Adolescent Mental Health, is designed to help employers improve the delivery of child and adolescent behavioral services, and provide services for family caregivers. Part I of the guide provides an overview of the most prevalent behavioral health disorders experienced by children and adolescents, the impact on the workplace, and the treatment and cost trends of these disorders. Part II contains a review of the current state of treatment and challenges facing providers, and provides specific recommendations for health plans, employer oversight, and the workplace.  It is intended to guide employers as they review the structure, purpose, coordination, and integration of their behavioral health benefits. This guide was officially released by the National Business Group on Health, a national non-profit organization representing more than 280 mostly large, U.S. employers.

(http://www.samhsa.gov/newsroom/advisories/1004215526.aspx, 4/21/2010)

May 6 was National Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day - National Children's Mental Health Awareness Day was May 6. Communities across the country observed the day with events, youth demonstrations, and social networking campaigns to raise awareness about the importance of mental health and increase understanding of the mental health needs of children and their families. (Mental Health America E-newsletter, 4/2010)

Advocacy Day at the National Convention, June 17, 2010 - The 2010 National School Based Health Care Convention will begin with a day on Capitol Hill. A rally will kick-off the morning, giving participants the remainder of the day to visit their state’s members of Congress. The day’s events will culminate with the official opening of the 2010 convention including a reception, poster session, dinner, and keynote speakers. Convention information, including the preliminary program, is available online at www.nasbhc.org/convention. (National Assembly on School-based Healthcare, March 2010 newsletter)

Questions Raised About Formspring Social Network: Questions are being raised whether a relatively new social network, Formspring.me, is an invitation for cyber-bulling. The site has become increasingly popular with teenagers, who post insulting or rude comments. Users invite their online friends to ask questions or post comments, without having to identify themselves. Comments and questions go into a private mailbox, where the user can ignore, delete or answer them. Some argue the anonymity invites crude and harmful statements. Only the answered ones are posted publicly. (The New York Times, 5/05/10)

Exposure to Prenatal Smoke Puts Child at Risk of Psychiatric Disorder: A pregnant woman who smokes may raise her child's risk of developing a psychiatric disorder, according to a new study. Finnish researchers collected information from birth records on more than 175,000 children who were born between 1987 through 1989. Several factors were examined in the study including smoking, gestational age and birth weight. When researchers compared the birth records and later health records, they discovered that the children who were exposed to smoking during pregnancy were 32 percent more likely to have used a psychiatric medication as compared to the children whose mothers did not smoke during pregnancy. While there is evidence that smoking during pregnancy puts unborn children at risk for long-term health problems such as asthma, the researchers say the study is the first to find a connection between prenatal smoking and an increased risk for mental illnesses. (HealthDay News, 5/04/10)

1 in 5 Children Has Diagnosable Mental Health Condition: One in five American children has a diagnosable mental health condition, according to researchers. And kids in military families have an even higher incidence of emotional and behavioral problems. The Center for Children in Poverty, which released the data, says that the country’s system for children who need mental health services isn’t sufficient to handle the volume or meet the specific needs of children. May 6 is National Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day. (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 4/15/10)

NIMH Head Seeks Consensus Strategy on Pediatric Bipolar: The head of the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) is advocating a concerted approach to address the increase in the diagnosis of child and adolescent bipolar disorder. Dr. Thomas Insel writes in his Director’s Blog that NIMH is committed to bringing the field together to resolve these diagnostic issues, discover the causes, and develop more effective treatments for youth with bipolar disorder and mood-related syndromes. “Achieving consensus about the boundaries of the diagnosis will lead to more reliable prevalence estimates and improve the comparability of research findings on course, causes and interventions across studies,” he said. (NIMH.nih.gov, 4/08/10)

Children of Service Members Show Problems, Even After Parent Returns: Repeated deployments of service members can cause higher levels of anxiety in children, which persists even after the deployed parent returns home, a new study finds.  Researchers also found that the level of anxiety children experience can be predicted by the amount of psychological distress shown by both the active-duty parent and the at-home parent. University of California at Los Angeles assistant professor of psychiatry Dr. Patricia Lester and her colleagues studied 171 families in which either the mother or father was on active duty, currently deployed or recently returned from serving in Iraq or Afghanistan. Reporting in the April edition of the Journal of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, they found that approximately one-third of the children in these families had increased symptoms of anxiety and that it remained even after the deployed parent returned home. (UPI, 4/10/10)

Genetics, Family Discord May Trigger ADHD: An interaction of genetics and family conflict may trigger Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), researchers assert. A study of 304 youths found that ADHD symptoms were more common in children and teens with high or low activity levels of the neurotransmitter serotonin and who blame themselves for conflict between their parents. Published in the journal Behavioral and Brain Functions, the study examined the genetic region known as 5HTTLPR, which is responsible for regulating the production of a protein that transports serotonin. Previous studies have linked this area to a number of personality traits and neuropsychiatric disorders. The researchers say their results add to evidence that the gene variants create a risk for ADHD that is precipitated in particular environments. (HealthDay News, 4/19/10)

Tasks Help Children with ADHD: Children with attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) that are taking medication react more like other children when they are required to use their attention and focusing skills, researchers say. In the study reported in the April 1 issue of Biological Psychiatry, researchers from the University of Nottingham in England had children play a video game that required them to focus and not be impulsive. They say the study’s results indicate that stimulant medication normalizes brain function in children with ADHD so that they can pay better attention and be less impulsive. But the researchers say using motivational incentives along with drugs improved the children's performance. (HealthDay News, 4/09/10)

Reward Response Lower in Girls at Risk of Depression: Girls whose mothers suffer from depression appear to have problems processing reward and loss, which may be an indication of depression, researchers say. In the study, which is reported in the Archives of General Psychiatry, researchers gave brain scans to a group of girls, age 10 to 14, who were completing a task that could result in reward or punishment. One group was not depressed but had mothers who experienced recurrent depression; another group had no personal or family history of depression. Compared with girls in the low-risk group, those in the high-risk group had weaker neural responses during both anticipation and receipt of the reward. Specifically, the high-risk girls showed no activation in an area of the brain called the dorsal anterior cingulate cortex, believed to play a role in reinforcing past experiences to assist learning. The researchers said that this suggests that the high-risk girls have easier time processing information about loss and punishment than information about reward and pleasure. (MedPage Today, 4/06/10)

Study Finds Former Foster Children Encountering Problems: A long-term study of former foster youth in three Midwestern states finds that the vast majority are struggling to find housing and jobs and to complete their education. Sixty percent of the men had been convicted of a crime and 75 percent of the women had received public assistance. Only 6 percent had completed a community college degree. Mark Courtney, a social work researcher at the University of Washington who led the study, said some of the most important predictors of later success include being on track in school, having mental health needs addressed while in care, and receiving social support. (National Public Radio, 4/07/10)

Student Suicides Highlight Need for Bullying Programs: The suicide of Phoebe Prince of South Hadley, Massachusetts, who was subjected to bullying is prompting renewed action on legislation and programs to prevent it. The Massachusetts legislature stepped up work on an anti-bullying law that is now near passage. The law would require school staff members to report suspected incidents and principals to investigate them. It would also demand that schools teach about the dangers of bullying. Forty-one other states have anti-bullying laws of varying strength. Advocates are also calling for programs that allow individuals to report bullying anonymously, to train all school personnel to take reports of bullying seriously and to offer workshops for children on how to respond to being bullied. (MHH Reporting, 4/05/10)

Author Changed Views on Children and Medication: Judith Warner, the author of a new book about child psychiatry, “We’ve Got Issues: Children and Parents in the Age of Medication,” had believed that American children were over-medicated. After several years of research and interviews, she changed her views and now believes that many children’s lives are saved by medication and treatment. “A couple of simple truths have become clear,” she writes. “That the suffering of children with mental health issues (and their parents) is very real. That almost no parent takes the issue of psychiatric diagnosis lightly or rushes to ‘drug’ his or her child; and that responsible child psychiatrists don’t, either.” (MHH Reporting, 4/05/10)

National Articles of Interest to the Mental Health Community

Spanking Can Make Children More Aggressive: Spanking a child is associated with an increased risk for aggression, according to a new study. Researchers interviewed 2,461 mothers about their use of corporal punishment and their children's aggressive behavior at ages 3 and 5. Reported in the journal Pediatrics, the study found that spanking a child of 3 more than twice a month was associated with an increased risk for higher levels of aggression at age 5. (Reuters, 4/12/10)

Criteria for Eating Disorders May be Too Narrow: Definitions of eating disorders may be too narrow, a new study asserts. Researchers at Stanford University examined 1,310 females ages 8 to 19 with diagnoses of anorexia, bulimia or a catch-all term "eating disorder not otherwise specified.” This category has been criticized because it is often considered less serious. In the study, about two-thirds were given that diagnosis and this group was sicker than patients who received the diagnosis of bulimia. Published in the journal Pediatrics, the study concludes that diagnosis for eating disorders should be reevaluated. (The Los Angeles Times, 4/12/10)
Teen Suicide Prevention Campaign Launched: A new public education campaign was recently launched to reduce the number of suicides and suicide attempts among U.S. teens. The program was created by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), working in collaboration with the Ad Council and the Inspire USA Foundation, Suicide is the third leading cause of death among 15-24 year-olds, following unintended injuries and homicide. The campaign comes on the heels of a number of reports of teen suicide. The ads urge young people to visit reachout.com, where they can watch videos of other teens that have had similar struggles. (USA Today, 3/31/10)
Insurers to Cover Children - Health insurance companies said they would comply with rules implementing the new health reform law requiring them to cover children with pre-existing medical conditions. The new law does not specifically require that that insurers must sell insurance to families whose children have those medical problems, but the White House and congressional leaders said that was the intent of the law.  America’s Health Insurance Plans made the commitment in a letter to Kathleen Sebilius, secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services. (The New York Times, 3/30/10)

State Status Report

Legislation Passed

Along with our state affiliate, MHA again supported legislation (HB 11/SB 204) that eliminates stigmatizing language by changing the term “emotional disturbance” to “emotional disability. Although the bill was unsuccessful last year, it passed the 2010 session and the change will be effective on October 1, 2010.

School personnel must provide parents with an accessible copy of all relevant documents at least 5 business days prior to a scheduled meeting of the individualized education program (IEP) team or other multidisciplinary education team for a child with a disability. No later than 5 days after the meeting, school personnel must provide parents with a copy of the completed individualized education program (or a draft if the IEP is not complete). Language was added to the bill (HB 269/SB 540) saying the school does not have to comply if there are extenuating circumstances (which is not defined).

Each County Board of Education is now required to provide students in grades 6 through 12 with the phone number of the Youth Crisis Hotline printed in the school handbook and on a student’s school ID card. HB 973 passed with significant amendments that struck language relating to a school assembly and distribution of the crisis number to parents and guardians.

SB 330 ensures that each committed facility licensed by the Department of Juvenile Services serves no more than 48 children at one time, unless the secretary finds good cause for the facility to serve more. The “good cause” language was added to the original bill which would have limited the number to 48 without exception.

Budget

While there were many reductions in the state budget, the legislature rejected the proposal to downsize beds at RICA-Gildner and RICA-Baltimore, residential treatment centers serving adolescents and children. Summer study requirements include a report to the budget committees by MHA and stakeholders concerning the treatment of children and adolescents in residential treatment centers. (MHAMD 2010 Legislative Wrap-Up, 4/15/10)

JUVENILE JUSTICE REFORM
Federal Status Report

Legislative Update

S. 2772: Criminal Justice Reinvestment Act of 2009 is a “bill to establish a criminal justice reinvestment grant program to help States and local jurisdictions reduce spending on corrections, control growth in the prison and jail populations, and increase public safety.”  It was introduced on November 16, 2009 and reported by Committee on March 11, 2010. http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=s111-2772
S. 1782:  Federal Judiciary Administrative Improvements Act of 2010 was introduced on October 14, 2009/.  The Senate passed it on March 16, 2010.  “Federal Judiciary Administrative Improvements Act of 2009 - Amends the federal judicial code to: (1) remove the power of certain active or retired federal judges to appoint U.S. magistrate judges; (2) revise the statutory description of the District of North Dakota to eliminate the current four divisions each of which holds court exclusively for specified counties; (3) revise requirements for the disability retirement and cost-of-living adjustments of annuities for territorial judges; and (4) revise requirements for the compensation of Federal Judicial Center personnel, including reemployed annuitants. Amends federal civil service law to subject judicial branch senior executives to federal civil service annual leave requirements and limitations. Amends the federal criminal code to: (1) require court use of separate judgment and statement of reasons forms in the imposition of a criminal sentence; (2) require appropriate adaptation of pretrial services functions for juveniles; (3) modify the reporting schedule for criminal wiretap orders; and (4) increase the compensation thresholds triggering administrative review of compensation for non-counsel investigative, expert, or other services necessary for adequate representation of a person financially unable to obtain them.”  http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=s111-1782
S. 1782:  Federal Judiciary Administrative Improvements Act of 2010 was introduced on October 14, 2009 and the Senate passed it on March 16, 2010.  “Federal Judiciary Administrative Improvements Act of 2009 - Amends the federal judicial code to: (1) remove the power of certain active or retired federal judges to appoint U.S. magistrate judges; (2) revise the statutory description of the District of North Dakota to eliminate the current four divisions each of which holds court exclusively for specified counties; (3) revise requirements for the disability retirement and cost-of-living adjustments of annuities for territorial judges; and (4) revise requirements for the compensation of Federal Judicial Center personnel, including reemployed annuitants. Amends federal civil service law to subject judicial branch senior executives to federal civil service annual leave requirements and limitations. Amends the federal criminal code to: (1) require court use of separate judgment and statement of reasons forms in the imposition of a criminal sentence; (2) require appropriate adaptation of pretrial services functions for juveniles; (3) modify the reporting schedule for criminal wiretap orders; and (4) increase the compensation thresholds triggering administrative review of compensation for non-counsel investigative, expert, or other services necessary for adequate representation of a person financially unable to obtain them.”  http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=s111-1782&tab=summary
News & Noteworthy

“The juvenile defense agenda was squarely and resolutely placed on the indigent defense landscape at the 2010 National Symposium on Indigent Defense hosted by U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder and the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) in Washington, D.C. last month.   Attorney General Holder told the audience of indigent defenders, judges, and policy makers that the Department of Justice recognizes the special nature of juvenile defense.  He noted that in the nearly half a century since the Supreme Court’s decision in Gideon v. Wainwright, “these cases have yet to be fully translated into reality.””  

http://www.modelsforchange.net/reform-progress/56?src=hometxt
“Diane Geraghty, a leader of the Illinois Models for Change, has been recognized as the 2009 Faculty Member of the Year at Loyola University Chicago.  Geraghty is founder and director of the Loyola Civitas ChildLaw Center, which is the lead entity for Models for Change in Illinois.  Since the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation selected Illinois as one of four states to participate in its national initiative in 2006, Geraghty has played a leadership role to accelerate promising models for juvenile justice system reform through Models for Change in Illinois.”  http://www.modelsforchange.net/reform-progress/55?src=hometxt
State Status Report

Legislative Update

HB 1307 Criminal Law – Statewide Definition of Criminal Gang Member was introduced and read first time on February 18, 2010 is sponsored by Delegates Dwyer, Beidle, Kipke, Love, Schuh, and Sophocieus.  There was a House hearing on March 2, 2010.  

(http://mlis.state.md.us/2010rs/billfile/hb1307.htm)

HB 1165 Education – Offenses Reportable to School Authorities sponsored by Delegates Love, Beidle, Costa, Dwyer, George, James, King, Kipke, McConkey, Schuh, and Sophocleus was introduced and read first time on February 17, 2010.  There was a House hearing on March 3, 2010.

(http://mlis.state.md.us/2010rs/bills/hb/hb1165f.pdf)

There are several additional bills related to gang issues.  They may be viewed at the below site.

(http://mlis.state.md.us/2010rs/subjects/gangs.htm)

News & Noteworthy

“Maryland will announce sanctions against one or more employees at a state-run juvenile detention facility in Prince George's County where a teacher was beaten to death last month, the state's Department of Juvenile Services said in a Wednesday press release.”

http://voices.washingtonpost.com/crime-scene/update-on-the-news/md-juvenile-center-workers-to.html?hpid=newswell
Del. Anthony J. O'Donnell (R-Dist. 29C) of Lusby, House minority leader in the General Assembly, has “called upon Gov. O'Malley to ask for the resignation of Secretary DeVore, and for him to appoint a new administrator and a new leadership team for the Department of Juvenile Services.”

http://www.gazette.net/stories/03122010/policol175945_32550.php
“House Minority Leader Anthony J. O'Donnell is calling for the resignation of Donald W. DeVore, the secretary of the Department of Juvenile Services, after a slaying last month at a Prince George's County reform school.”

http://www.gazette.net/stories/03052010/polinew203250_32557.php
“Gov. Martin O'Malley on Friday reiterated his confidence in Department of Juvenile Services Secretary Donald W. DeVore, a day after House Minority Leader Anthony J. O'Donnell called for the secretary's resignation.”

http://www.gazette.net/stories/03052010/polinew122120_32563.php
“A District Heights youth counseling program once in danger of being the victim of state budget cuts will stay alive for the remainder of 2010 thanks to grant funding.

The city's Family and Youth Services Center received $228,280 from the Governor's Office of Crime Control and Prevention to continue its Children in Need of Supervision, or CINS, program, said youth services center director Priscilla Souto at the city council meeting March 4.”  “The CINS program, which began in April 2008 as a counseling and referral service to prevent youth from entering or sliding further into the juvenile justice system, had been in danger of ending in late June at the end of fiscal 2010, after the program was set to lose funding from the state's Department of Juvenile Services by last Dec. 31.”  

http://www.gazette.net/stories/03112010/newcnew171559_32565.php
“A bill to require the state school board and local boards in Maryland to develop a policy to address gang activity has widespread support among school officials and parents.  The House Ways and Means Committee heard testimony Wednesday on the legislation, proposed by House Speaker Michael E. Busch (D-Dist. 30) of Annapolis.  The bill also could prohibit students arrested for rape from returning to their schools.”  http://www.gazette.net/stories/03052010/polinew202740_32554.php
“Prosecutors around the state say a loophole in the 2007 Maryland Gang Prosecution Act, legislation that allows additional charges based on gang involvement, resulted in the shorter jail time because it does not require the sentences to be served consecutively.

The law, meant to provide an extra tool for prosecutors handling gang-related crimes, was used for the first and only time in the county in the Izaguirre-Henriquez case, said Ramon Korionoff, spokesman for the Prince George's County Office of the State's Attorney.

But prosecutors are hoping new legislation will close the loophole and clarify the law's wording to make it easier to use.

House Bill 756 would make up to 20 years extra prison time mandatory for defendants convicted of criminal activity committed as part of a gang and add several lower-level crimes — including second-degree assault, receiving the earnings of a prostitute and retaliation for testimony — to the list of offenses that could qualify for extra gang sentences. Currently, the extra sentence can be applied to a variety of crimes, from homicide to burglary, but the sentence can be served concurrent with other sentences.

It also would define gangs and gang members, establishing statewide validation criteria to standardize the way gang cases are handled by all law enforcement in the state.”  http://www.gazette.net/stories/03112010/prinnew145147_32552.php
County Status Report

News & Noteworthy

“The current Spring 2010 Teen Court session is closed to new applicants.  Applications for the 2010 Summer Teen Court session will be available on May 12, 2010 and must be postmarked no later than the cut-off date of May 28, 2010.  The first court date for the 2010 Summer Session will be June 9, 2010.”  

“Attorneys in the Juvenile Division of the Montgomery County Office of the State's Attorney began efforts to establish the Montgomery County Teen Court (MCTC) in 1996. The State's Attorney's Office embraced the idea of a Teen Court to fill two major gaps in the Juvenile Justice System. First, it provided a diversionary program for first time offenders in a serious setting. Second, through the volunteers in the program, its founders hoped to educate the non-offending youth in the county in the Criminal Justice System and to encourage them to take ownership of the problems of teen crime. The State's Attorney's Office formed an inter-agency coalition, including the Judiciary, the police, the school system, the Department of Juvenile Justice, the defense bar, and a county student advisory board. This coalition worked together to form the guidelines and policies for the new program. The first Teen Court session was held in March of 1997.”  http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/mcgtext.asp?url=/content/SAO/other/TeenCourt.asp
AFFORDABLE ALTERNATIVE HOUSING OPTIONS FOR PEOPLE WITH MENTAL ILLNESS

Federal Status Report

Congress May Consider Legislation to Fund NHTF
This week, the House is expected to consider H.R. 4213, the "tax extenders bill." Signs indicate that the legislation may also provide $1 billion for the National Housing Trust Fund (NHTF), along with an additional $65 million for project-based vouchers to be distributed in conjunction with the Trust Fund capital grants. If the House passes H.R. 4213, it will head to the Senate. Senate leaders hope to pass the bill before the Memorial Day Recess. 

The House Financial Services Committee is expected to hold a hearing on the "Transforming Rental Assistance" (TRA) initiative recently proposed by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). HUD has prepared a summary of the proposed legislation, which would begin consolidating various rental assistance programs, including public housing. The legislation must be introduced by a Member of Congress, and no one has yet pledged to do so. HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan is expected to testify at the hearing. 

House HHS Appropriations Subcommittee Holds Hearing
On May 12, the House Labor, Health and Human Services (HHS), and Education Appropriations Subcommittee held a hearing on Fiscal Year (FY) 2011 appropriations. Numerous programs impacting people experiencing or at risk of homelessness, including funding for the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act and services in supportive housing within the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), were discussed at the hearing. The SAMHSA program could include funding for the Administration's proposed Housing and Services for Homeless Persons Demonstration, which would couple Section 8 vouchers with services provided by the Departments of Education and HHS.
State Status Report
Senate bill 782/House Bill 456 authorize an individual debtor domiciled in the State to exempt the following in a bankruptcy proceeding: (1) personal property up to $5,000; and (2) owner-occupied residential real property up to the amount permitted under the federal Bankruptcy Code. The exemption for owner-occupied residential real property (1) may be claimed if the individual debtor and specified family members have not successfully claimed the exemption on the property in questions within the eight years prior to the filing of the bankruptcy proceeding; and  (2) may not be claimed by both a husband and a wife in the same bankruptcy proceeding. 

House Bill 472 seeks to prevent a homeowner from losing his or her home through foreclosure when loan modification may be available and requires the consideration of other loss mitigation options where appropriate. The bill strengthens the disclosures contained in a notice of intent to foreclose and requires the notice to be accompanied by a loss mitigation application along with instructions and other useful information. The bill calls for a $300 filing fee from the mortgagor and a $50 fee from the borrower. The purposes of the fund are to  (1) support nonprofit and government housing counselors and other nonprofit entities with providing legal assistance to homeowners or occupants who are trying to avoid foreclosure; (2) support the establishment and operation of nonprofit housing counseling entities; (3) support the Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation to contact and provide advice and assistance to the homeowners and occupants facing financial difficulty or foreclosure and provide advice and assistance and (4) assist in funding the costs of foreclosure mediations. 

Senate Bill 654/House Bill 711 requires notification of foreclosure to be sent to all occupants of a residential property (1) when a foreclosure action is filed; (2) no earlier than 30 days and no later than 10 days prior to the foreclosure sale; and (3) after the entry of a judgment awarding possession of the property and before any attempt to execute the write of possession. 

Senate Bill 554/House Bill 1382 provide certain protections for a residential tenant or a legal occupant who is a victim of domestic violence or sexual assault, including the ability to terminate a lease or change the locks of the residence. The tenant must provide the landlord with written notice of (1) an intent to vacate the premises; and (2) the individual’s status as a victim of domestic violence or sexual assault. A copy of an enforceable final protective order or peace order issued for the benefit of the tenant is considered notice of victim status.  If the protective order or peace order requires the offender to refrain from entering the tenant may request the landlord change the locks of the premises. If the landlord does not change the locks by end business the next day, the tenant may have a locksmith change the locks and shall give the landlord a duplicate key.

Legislative information compiled by Stefanie Moreno, Alyssa Sanders, Tammy Schmidt, 
Jessica Soussana & Bryan Stevens 
CONTACTING YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

To determine who your state delegates and senators are, call 301-970-5400/5410 or go to the website address- http://mlis.state.md.us
To determine who your congress members are, call U.S. Capital Switchboard at 202-224-3121 or go to the website address - http://www.congress.org
SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

To subscribe to our list, e-mail the following message to govaffairs@mhamc.org 

"Subscribe MHA Legislative Alert- (your name, e-mail address/fax number/address)."

To unsubscribe from the Legislative Network List, send the following message by fax- 301-738-1030 or e-mail - govaffairs@mhamc.org -"Unsubscribe to MHA Legislative Alert (your name, e-mail address/fax number/address).

ACTION ALERT INFORMATION

MHA sends “action alerts” asking for people to call, write, or e-mail an elected official to advocate for important issues relating to mental health.  To subscribe to this list, e-mail the following message to govaffairs@mhamc.org “Subscribe ACTION ALERT list (your name and e-mail address).”
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